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JONAH: Disobedience takes effort and its toll  

Prayer 

Let’s bow together.  Father, I just echo the words of the hymn writer, “How great You are!”  And we can 

hardly fathom that You would send Your Son and not sparing, send Him to die.  We really don’t truly 

grasp the depth of that.  But I pray Lord God, as we look into Your Word today, that we would be 

reproved maybe, if our view of You is like Jonah’s.  That we would be corrected; that You would restore 

us aright, Lord God; that we would be trained in Your righteousness; that we would be as Your Word 

says, “adequate, equipped for every good work.”  Those works that You have preordained before the 

foundation of the earth, that we would walk in them.  Thank You so much for Your Word.  Lord, I pray 

You would work through Your Word for Your glory now.  And it is in Your Son’s name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Sermon 

Well as many of you know, we’re going through the book of Jonah.  And often all people think of when 

they think of Jonah is that it is just about a big fish and a disobedient prophet.  And certainly that’s true.  

And the portion we’re going to look at today in chapter 1, we’re going to look at verses 1-4, is a portion 

that’s pretty familiar to most people.  They recognize that Jonah was called by God to go to the 

Ninevites, and that he took off and went the other way.  And he went at great lengths to get away from 

obeying God.  And as we look at that, some of us might be tempted to say, “Well I would never do that.  

I would never take off and go to a different country to avoid obeying the Lord.”  But I think we’re going 

to see today, as we look in the Word of God, that there might be many ways that we have become like 

Jonah - ultimately because we’re unlike God at times in our thinking.  And that maybe we have avoided 

what God has called us to do and have gone great lengths to do so, just like Jonah, as an example.  And I 

believe we’re going to see today that disobedience takes effort.  And also, disobedience takes its toll 

upon us and (as we will see, Lord-willing next week) those around us.   

Well would you turn in your Bibles to the book of Jonah?  And we’re going to be starting our verse by 

verse.  We did an overview last week, and I’ll review a little bit of that.  But I’ve shared this before: when 

most people think of the book of Jonah they think of a big fish, they think of a whale, and they think of 

an incredible story of a man being swallowed by a whale.  They may know about the plant that God 

brought up and zapped the next day with the worm.  But ultimately, we’re going to see as we go 

through this book that Jonah is so much more than a fish story.  It is the Spirit-inspired account of a 

disobedient prophet, which I believe ultimately reveals the heart of Israel at the time and maybe our 

hearts, that at times we are actually so unlike God.  And we’re going to certainly see in this book that 

Jonah is so unlike God. 

Now I want to briefly review, as you are turning to Jonah, the context.  We went through in depth last 

week, and I’d encourage you to get a CD from that.  We went through ultimately the entire book, an 

overview of it. We went through an in-depth context of the Israelites from Genesis up to the point of 
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Jonah.  We did from the Ninevites also from Genesis, starting with Nimrod up through the time of Jonah.  

I’m just going to touch on those things this week.  So if you weren’t here, I’d encourage you to get a CD 

of that.  It will be helpful for you I believe.  But let me remind you ultimately of what the book is about. 

Now there are all sorts of, first of all, ideas from unbelieving scholars and seminary professors, who 

deceitfully and arrogantly declare that this is too fanciful to be true.  And there are many others who 

interpret this book as allegory, just a story to convey truth.  Now I believe we see from Scripture, as I 

shared last week, and I want to review that, the book of Jonah and the story of Jonah is a true story as 

affirmed by the Word of God.  We’re going to see today in Jonah 1:1 that “The Word of the Lord came to 

Jonah.”  And this phrase, as I mentioned last week, is used consistently to speak of the Word coming to 

God’s prophets in the context of reality.  It’s important to note that we saw last week in 2 Kings 14:25 

that Jonah was God’s servant, the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath-hepher, that he was 

an actual person – 2 Kings 14:24-25.  And more importantly we have the Lord’s words recorded in 

Scripture that affirm the historicity and truthfulness of Jonah.  Matthew 12:38, 

38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we want to 

see a sign from You."  (That sounds like churches these days.)  39 But He answered and 

said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign 

shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;  40 for just as Jonah was three 

days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three 

days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  41 "The men of Nineveh shall stand up 

with this generation at the judgment, and shall condemn it because they repented at 

the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.  [Matthew 

12:38-41] 

The Lord Jesus Himself affirmed the issue of Jonah being swallowed by the whale.  He affirmed the issue 

of the preaching of Jonah.  He affirmed the Ninevites response of repentance.  And remember last week 

I shared there’s a parallel passage in Luke 11 also.  So in a nutshell, we went in more depth last week, 

but this is a true story.  Jesus Christ Himself, the Lord of all, declares it to be a true story.  And I want to 

remind you that if after hearing the truth from Christ, if you still believe it not to be true, I would 

examine yourself to see if you are in the faith.  I would examine yourself.  Jesus shares in John 10:24, as 

He shares ultimately to the unbelieving Jews: 

24 The Jews therefore gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, "How long will 

You keep us in suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly."  25 Jesus answered them, 

"I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father's name, these 

bear witness of Me.  26 "But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep.  (You 

see, if you don’t have faith in Christ, you’re not His sheep.)  27 My sheep hear My voice, 

and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they shall 

never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.”  [John 10:24-28] 

And we know from the book of 1 John, same author, in chapter 4 verse 6, he says,  
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6 We are from God. (Pointing to the apostles, who tasted and felt and experienced the 

truth of Christ.  They were in His midst.)  He who knows God listens to us; (They wrote 

the Word of God, the foundation was written [of the church] by the apostles and the 

prophets.)  he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of 

truth and the spirit of error. [1 John 4:6] 

We can know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error by if people accept the truth of the Word of God 

or not.  Jesus says it is a factual event.   

Now I want to share the context of the book.  Two things we need to understand, and I’m going to 

briefly review this.  We’re going to look at Israel at the time of Jonah and we’re going to look at Nineveh 

at the time of Jonah.  And if you remember, we saw that Israel was disobedient on the way to exile.  

Now it’s important to realize this because Jonah in a sense typifies Israel at his time.  On the surface, 

Israel and Jonah were fearing Yahweh, they were fearing the Lord; and yet they were arrogantly and 

continually disobedient to His commands.  Now in a condensed view, we see ultimately that Jonah was 

written during the time of the divided kingdom.  If you remember Solomon, after he died because of his 

sin, the kingdom was divided between the north and south.  Ten tribes in the north and two tribes in the 

south.  Two kingdoms.  And Scripture reveals throughout that the northern kings were wicked 

throughout, every single one.  And the southern kingdom, almost every king was wicked with a few 

exceptions.  And during this time of the divided kingdom, Jonah was around at the time of Jeroboam II’s 

reign, (and we looked at that last week) between 793 B.C. and 758 BC.  And everything we have 

concerning Jeroboam II is in 2 Kings 14:23-29.  And we read that last week and you can look that up. 

Now it’s important to note that all of this happening to Jonah is happening at a time in which Israel is 

about one generation away from being taken, the northern kingdom, into captivity by the Assyrians.  

They are very, very close to God pouring out His discipline.  It is coming to a head; it is very close.  Now 

indeed the prophets continued to warn of impending doom, but in 722 B.C. the Assyrians came and 

conquered the northern kingdom, and took them into a brutal captivity – 2 Kings 17.  

Now Jonah, whose name means “Dove,” was (as we will see in 2 Kings 14) called a prophet.  And he was 

ministering in the time of Israel’s disobedience and on the way to a brutal exile.  We need to recognize 

that.  Israel was disobedient and they were spiraling towards God’s discipline.  Now certainly in the book 

of Jonah we’ll see a condemnation of Jonah but also Israel.  Because apparently Jonah and also Israel 

were so unlike God as we will see.   

Now who is it that wrote the book of Jonah?  Although the author is not named, certainly we know God 

Himself inspired the book through His Spirit – that all Scripture is inspired by God, or God-breathed.  

That no “prophecy of Scripture is of one’s own interpretation, but men moved by the Spirit of God spoke 

from God.”  But who was the man who was moved by God’s Spirit to write this?  It really seems as 

though it was Jonah himself, as he records events that he himself would be privy to ultimately.  And I 

believe we see in the end that because it is written quite possibly from Jonah, that we see maybe he did 

have a heart change.  Because he was willing to record his sinful events for us to learn about, inspired by 

the Holy Spirit. 
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So we see Israel was a disobedient people on the road to discipline.  Well what about Nineveh, the 

capital of Assyria?  Well we saw last week they were a wicked and violent people; they weren’t on the 

road to discipline.  They were on the road to God’s judgment.  And we’ll look at that a little more.  Israel 

was spiraling in sin.  Although they were God’s people, they were on their way to being exiled.  Nineveh 

was on its way to judgment because of their wickedness, and we’ll look more in depth when we get to 

verse 2 today. 

So with that in mind, this is where Jonah comes in those two places, the two threads that are running 

around the book of Jonah.  God’s people almost to the point where they’re going to be exiled, and the 

Ninevites at the point where God is going to judge them.  That’s where Jonah comes in.  And I believe 

we’re going to see today that disobedience takes effort and it takes its toll.  Jonah 1:1, 

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, 2 "Arise, go to 

Nineveh the great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before 

Me." 3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. So he went 

down to Joppa, found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare, and went 

down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 4 And the 

LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that 

the ship was about to break up. [Jonah 1:1-4] 

I believe in these three verses we’re going to see basically three things.  First of all, God gives Jonah clear 

commands how to serve.  Secondly, we’re going to see Jonah’s great effort to disobey, as I’ve shared 

before.  Then we’re going to see the beginning of God’s heavy handed discipline upon Jonah, His 

disobedient servant Jonah. 

So first of all, let’s look at the clear commands.  Notice, “The Word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of 

Amittai saying, ‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up 

before Me.’” [Jonah 1:1-2] “The Word of the Lord came to Jonah, the son of Amittai.”  Well what is the 

significance of this?  Well first of all, as I’ve shared, this was a standard phrase of God, used more than 

ninety times in the Old Testament to speak of God’s Word coming to one of His servants or prophets.  

“The Word of the LORD – the Word of Yahweh.  Look in your Bibles.  “L-O-R-D” in caps speak of the Lord, 

Yahweh.  It is the verb “to be” in the present tense, the “I Am.”  He is the self-existent one.  “The Word 

of the LORD came to….”  “Yahweh” – He is the LORD, the I AM, the self-existent one.  It is the Word of 

the LORD that came to Jonah.  That’s very important to realize.  This is God’s Word coming to Jonah.  

God gave it directly to him. 

Now remember, before Scripture was complete, before we had the faith delivered once for all to the 

saints, the body of truth we believe in – God spoke in many ways, in many portions, but now He has 

spoken through His Son (Hebrews 1).  And this was one of those ways that He spoke in bits and pieces to 

the prophet Jonah here.  And ultimately to us through the Word. 

Now I think we need to make one observation here also that I think is significant in interpreting the book 

of Jonah. Notice the text says, “The Word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai…” Now is there 
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anything left out in this verse?  Is there anything left out?  Notice there’s no mention that Jonah is a 

prophet.  There is no mention that Jonah is His servant.  You say, “Well what’s the importance of that?”  

Well certainly in 2 Kings 14:25, Jonah was called a “prophet” and he was called “His servant.”  And 

throughout Scripture, when the Word of the LORD came to the prophets we see God would name them.  

For instance, Haggai 2:10: “The Word of the LORD came to Haggai the prophet.”  “The Word of the LORD 

(Zechariah 1:1) came to Zechariah the prophet.”  But here we see the Word of the LORD just came to 

Jonah. 

What’s the significance of this?  I think we’ll see although he would be considered a prophet and His 

servant, right now in the context of this true story, certainly Jonah is not acting like a prophet.  Certainly 

Jonah is not acting like His servant.  And we see in the context of his disobedience, quite possibly that’s 

why Jonah, inspired by the Holy Spirit, leaves out that truth concerning himself at this time.  Maybe 

some of you are true believers.  You’re a servant of Christ in position.  But practically speaking, by your 

actions you’re not a servant at all.  If God was to write about you at this moment, He wouldn’t says, “My 

servant so-and-so.”  He might say, “So-and-so.”  Maybe that’s the case and what’s going on with Jonah 

at this moment.  But there’s good news!  As we get to the end of Jonah, we see that God does call him 

His prophet and His servant, which I believe to the fact that quite possibly Jonah did repent.   

Ok so, the Word of the LORD came to Jonah.  Well what does God’s Word say to Jonah?  Verse 2, three 

commands: "Arise, go to Nineveh (the second command) the great city, and cry against it…”  We have 

the Word of the LORD, it’s God’s Word, coming to Jonah; and we have these commands.  Literally, “Rise 

up and walk” or “go.”  “Rise up and walk, Jonah.”  Two things – rise up and go right away.  Where?  To 

Nineveh, the great city.  “Jonah, get up, get moving, and go to Nineveh,” God says to Jonah.   

Now if you’ll remember, I shared last week that Nineveh was originally built by Nimrod (Genesis 10).  

Nimrod the great-grandson of Noah was a mighty warrior and evidently a wicked man because in 

Genesis chapter 10 the beginning of his kingdom was Babel; and you know what happened in Babel as 

man rebelled against God.  Nimrod was leading that.  We know that the Assyrian empire was named the 

“Land of Nimrod” (Micah 5:6).  Now Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire.  The Assyrians were 

the superpower of Jonah’s day.  They were the same power that would take over the northern kingdom 

in fifty years.  And Nineveh is found right now; the ruins, you can see the ruins near the Iraqi town of 

Monsul.  And in the book of Jonah we see it is the “great city” (verse 2), but later on it is an “exceedingly 

great city, a three day’s walk.”  This is a big place that God is calling Jonah to go.  It is the capital of 

ultimately the rebellious people of the world; and Jonah is being called to go there.  Chapter 4, it says 

that there were 120,000 of those who didn’t know their left hand from their right hand, speaking of 

children, small children; which ultimately meant there were probably about 600,000 people in the city 

of Nineveh.  It was a big, big city; a three days’ walk across it.  Now at the time of Jonah, as I’ve shared, it 

was the capital of Assyria.  It’s where the king was of the Assyrian Empire as we will see.  And Nineveh 

was about 500 or so miles northeast of Israel.  Five hundred or so miles northeast.  It is called, “the great 

city.”   
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So Jonah was commanded to get up and go.  This was no small thing for Jonah.  This was a big journey 

for Jonah.  But what is he also to do?  Verse 2: "’Arise, go to Nineveh the great city, and cry against it…’”  

This word “cry” in the Hebrews speaks of “calling out” or “proclaiming.”  Its cognate is translated 

“proclaim” in chapter 3:2.  And in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament, the Greek 

word used to describe this is kerusso, which speaks of “proclaiming” or “preaching.”  Now notice the 

direction of his preaching.  “’…cry out against it…’”  God’s telling Jonah to get up and go to Nineveh and 

cry out against it.  This was a very difficult thing, and certainly we understood the Israelites’ view 

towards the Ninevites.  They were a pagan nation; they were a wicked nation; God was going to judge 

them for their wickedness as we would see.  They were as we will see a very brutal nation.  But God is 

telling Jonah to do something.  God is saying, “Go, rise up, go and proclaim against it.”  And he is to 

speak God’s Word as we see in chapter 3.  He is to proclaim against Nineveh. 

Now just a side note here.  This is where often our evangelism falls short.  We do not share the truth 

that God is against those in sin, so that they will understand their position before the judge, so that they 

would cry out for mercy and salvation from Christ.  The Gospel begins with the news of where we 

truthfully and rightfully stand before God.  And Jonah is to cry out against Nineveh.  Now later on, we’ll 

see that is in the context of God’s compassion.  It is God’s compassion to have His servant cry out 

against it, but ultimately that they would repent as we would see and be saved. 

Well why is he to cry out before them?  End of verse 2: “’…for their wickedness has come up before 

Me.’”  God doesn’t miss a beat.  Notice why.  “’…for their wickedness has come up before Me.’”  And I 

want to tell you right now as Robert shared earlier from the Word of God, God is completely aware of 

everything we do and everything we think.  And there is a day that He will hold us accountable for our 

wickedness if we are not saved.  And for those who are saved, there is a judgment seat in which we will 

be judged for the deeds done in the body, not condemned.  But we could suffer loss, or we may be 

rewarded for those deeds.  (2 Corinthians 5 & 1 Corinthians 3) But here these are non-believers, not 

believers.  And their wickedness has come up before the Lord. 

That’s why Jonah was being called by God to proclaim it.  It’s as simple as that.  Their wickedness had 

come up before the Lord.  Now what is this wickedness that God is speaking of?  Now the historians 

have noted the brutality of the Assyrians and you can probably watch the history channel at that time, 

at that time of the Assyrians history, and see even the secular world recognizes their brutality.  Now  I 

think it’s interesting attempting to study those things, but I think actually we need to study what God 

says about them and spend our time in that. Because God’s Word is all sufficient, and He gives us what 

we need to know.  Now along with history’s account, God reveals in His Word that they were a wicked, 

violent people.  And I’ve shared in the book of Nahum, written during the reign of Manasseh, 695-

642,about 100 years after Jonah, God’s prophecy against Nineveh and why.  You can go up a couple 

pages to the book of Nahum.  And we’re going to look at chapter 3 and this gives us a description of the 

wicked city.  Nahum – we see the Lord saying to this Nineveh, this wicked city,  

1Woe to the bloody city, completely full of lies and pillage; her prey never departs.  (It’s 

a violent, lying, wicked city!)  2 The noise of the whip, The noise of the rattling of the 
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wheel, Galloping horses, And bounding chariots!  3 Horsemen charging, Swords 

flashing, spears gleaming, Many slain, a mass of corpses, And countless dead bodies-- 

They stumble over the dead bodies!  4 All because of the many harlotries of the harlot, 

The charming one, the mistress of sorceries, Who sells nations by her harlotries And 

families by her sorceries.  5 "Behold, I am against you," declares the LORD of hosts; 

"And I will lift up your skirts over your face, And show to the nations your nakedness 

And to the kingdoms your disgrace.  6 "I will throw filth on you And make you vile, And 

set you up as a spectacle.  7 "And it will come about that all who see you Will shrink 

from you and say, 'Nineveh is devastated! [Nahum 3:1-7] 

And the Lord God did bring this devastation upon Nineveh.  They were destroyed.  And now all there is 

are ruins there.  But they were a wicked, bloody city, full of lies and spiritual harlotry that influenced the 

nations including Israel.  Even though they hated them, they were influenced by them.  Certainly this city 

was like their father the devil who is a murderer and the father of lies, right?  Now in chapter 3, we 

looked at this last week, but the Ninevites themselves when they actually repented, declared their own 

wickedness.  Let’s turn up a little bit to Jonah chapter 3.  This is a wicked city!  But I praise God for this 

account because it shows you that when people truly repent they don’t white wash their sin.  They say, 

“This is how we are.  It’s evil, it’s wrong.”   

Jonah 3:4 

4 Then Jonah began to go through the city one day's walk; and he cried out and said, 

"Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown."  5 Then the people of Nineveh 

believed in God (What an amazing statement.); and they called a fast and put on 

sackcloth from the greatest to the least of them.  6 When the word reached the king of 

Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered himself with 

sackcloth, and sat on the ashes. (A sign of humility.)  7 And he issued a proclamation 

and it said, "In Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let man, 

beast, herd, or flock taste a thing. Do not let them eat or drink water.  8 "But both man 

and beast must be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly that each 

may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which is in his hands. (That was 

their wickedness – they were a violent, wicked people.) 9 "Who knows, God may turn 

and relent, and withdraw His burning anger so that we shall not perish?"  [Jonah 3:4-

9] 

 

They understood the truth of God’s anger towards them, which was the foundation for their salvation.  

The Ninevites were a wicked people.  They were a violent people.  They were the enemy of Israel.  They 

were the epitome of worldliness.  Ok so God is commanding Jonah to go to Nineveh to proclaim against 

it because of their wickedness.  Well before we move to Jonah’s response, let’s grab a few principles 

from here that hopefully we can learn from.   
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First of all, nothing passes by God right?  He says, “Their wickedness has come up before me.”  No one 

who is apart from Christ will get away with any sin.    Do you remember when we went through the book 

of Ezekiel and we looked in chapter 8-9 and we saw the tour that no one wants to take, as God took 

Ezekiel on a tour of Israel’s secret sins in the temple?  And we hear the recorded words of those as they 

are doing their wicked, dark deeds.  Ezekiel 8:12:  Then He said to me, “Son of man, do you see what 

the elders of the house of Israel are committing in the dark? Do you see this?  Each man in the room of 

his own carved images is similar to what (we have children here today), it’s similar to issues that people 

get into trouble with on the computer.  For they say, “The Lord does not see us!  The Lord does not 

see!”  Notice they’re committing their sin in the dark.  “The Lord doesn’t see – Yahweh, the all-knowing 

great I Am doesn’t see.”  And isn’t this what we say in our hearts when we conveniently forget God and 

turn to do evil in His sight?  Maybe we don’t say it in those exact words, but we act it out – “The Lord 

doesn’t see.”   

But He does see.  Men, He sees when you choose to defile yourselves and your marriages on the 

internet.  He sees that.    Women, He sees when you complain and fret and worry.  He sees that.  All of 

us, He sees our sin.  This is man’s problem.  This is mankind’s problem, that we do not truly believe that 

God is watching everything and that He will hold us to account for everything.  Every thought and every 

deed. 

A couple Scriptures I want to share.  1 Chronicles 28:9, as David is exhorting his son Solomon: 

9 As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a 

whole heart and a willing mind; (What an exhortation – serve Him with a whole heart 

and a willing mind!)  for the LORD searches all hearts, and understands every intent of 

the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will 

reject you forever.  [1 Chron. 28:9] 

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD, 

And the justice due me escapes the notice of my God "?  28 Do you not know? Have you 

not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does 

not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. [Isaiah 40:27-28] 

 

Concerning the Word of the Lord, a familiar passage in Hebrews 4 verse 12: 

12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 

piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to 

judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from 

His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have 

to do. [Hebrews 4:12-13] 

God sees everything.  The Ninevites wickedness had come up before Him.  Ecclesiastes 12:12 – and in 

contrast to focusing on the words given by one shepherd, the Word of God, he says in 12:12, 
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12 But beyond this, my son, be warned: the writing of many books is endless, and 

excessive devotion to books is wearying to the body.  13 The conclusion, when all has 

been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every 

person.  14 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, 

whether it is good or evil.  [Ecclesiastes 12:12-14] 

Jeremiah 16:17, 

17 For My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their 

iniquity concealed from My eyes. [Jeremiah 16:17] 

Folks, God sees everything, and if you’re not saved right now, you will be held accountable for 

everything; and you’re wickedness is before Him.  And if you are saved, God sees everything; but praise 

the Lord we can confess it and be forgiven and it is put as far as the east is from the west.  But He sees 

everything.  Nonbeliever, you’ll be judged eternally.  Believer, you will stand before the Lord at the 

judgment seat, not for condemnation but for reward or loss of reward, because He sees everything.  Are 

you saying in your heart, “The Lord doesn’t see”?  First point I wanted to point out. 

Secondly, just a brief principle.  We need to share the truth of where man stands before God in his sin 

when we share the Gospel.  We need to share that.  We need to share where they stand.   

Another point I just want to point out briefly: Jonah was not called upon by God to learn the Ninevites’ 

culture.  “Jonah I have a five week missionary school for you.  You must learn about the Ninevites.  You 

must learn their ways and then go to them and build a bridge so that you may share the truth.”  God 

says, “Get up, go and proclaim the Word of God.”   

Last principle I want to point out.  Often serving, more often than not, it is unpleasant and difficult.  This 

was not an easy task that God was asking Jonah to do.  It was a long journey and he was going to people 

that hated him, that he most likely in sinfulness hated because he was so unlike God.  This was a difficult 

task.  This was a difficult task.  Often serving is brutal; it is difficult; and sometimes we don’t do it 

because it’s hard.  But we’re going to see the alternative is more difficult.  It is more difficult to disobey 

than to obey.   

Now one caveat here too I want to share before we move on.  Jonah was told specifically who to go to 

and what to say; and I’m not telling us to the exact same thing.  Don’t take this message and run to 

Portland, “Yet forty days, Portland will be overthrown.”  This was given to Jonah.  Now God gives us 

insight from His Word how we are to be now at this time.  But it’s from His Word, not from our own 

wisdom.   

Ok, so we see first of all the clear commands to Jonah.  Really clear – “Arise, go, proclaim against 

Nineveh.”  Just really clear.  Now what’s Jonah’s response?  We’re going to see he exerts great effort to 

disobey God.  Great effort to disobey!  And folks, I believe we’ll see in our lives that we exert great effort 

at times to disobey God.  Great effort.  “The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying,  
2 ‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.’  3 
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But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. So he went down to Joppa, found a 

ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare, and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from 

the presence of the LORD.”  [Jonah 1:1-3] 

Notice first of all, Jonah disobeys God.  He rises up, same word, to flee rather than rising up to obey.  

“But Jonah rose up” – and it’s kind of a shame that the NASB doesn’t translate this “arose.”  It’s the 

same word used earlier, where God says “Arise” in a command.  And here it’s the same word basically.  

“But Jonah arose…”  He did the first thing but he didn’t arise to obey.  He arose to flee.  “But Jonah.”  He 

arose to flee to Tarshish.  Tarshish was some 2,000 miles the opposite direction.  It was on the coast of 

Spain, way out there.  A long journey, almost as far as you could get away from Nineveh.  Folks, it took 

great effort on Jonah’s part to disobey God, and he had to plan great effort to disobey God.  And notice 

he’s ultimately fleeing from the presence of the Lord.  You see that in the beginning of 3 and in the end 

of 3, and we’re going to look at that in a minute.   

But notice his great effort to disobey.  He goes down to Joppa.  “But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from 

the presence of the Lord, so he went down to Joppa and found a ship which was going to Tarshish.”  

Jonah most likely takes off from Galilee, remember he was from Gath-hepher [2 Kings 14], that’s the 

Galilee region.  He most likely was there at that time, and he took off from Galilee instead of going NE 

500 miles, he went the other direction down to Joppa, some 50 miles down to Joppa.  Notice Jonah 

went down to Joppa, he went down into the ship.  Jonah is going down, we’re going to see.  Later on we 

see he goes down into the depths. Jonah 2:6, “I descended” – or literally “I went down.”  Same word.  

Jonah was going down.  I don’t know if that’s the inspired author’s point, but folks, if you choose to 

disobey God you’re going down in discipline.  And we certainly see that with Jonah.   

Now notice whenever you want to disobey, and we notice in our lives, there is always a convenient 

avenue to do so!  Some have called this portion the “Doctrine of Satan’s Providence.”  Notice, he finds a 

ship going to Tarshish.  Just so happens, Jonah wants to go to Tarshish; and there it is, a ship going to 

Tarshish.  Brother and sister, Jonah is working hard to disobey God and some of you are working hard to 

disobey God and Satan is right there ready to help.  There’s an avenue for you to go the other way, it 

seems like all the time, right?  It’s very convenient.  But as we see, it’s hard work to disobey God. 

So Jonah pays the fare and goes on board.  Middle of verse 3: “…paid the fare, and went down into it to 

go with them to Tarshish.”  [Jonah 1:3]  Folks, we usually can accomplish what we set our minds to in 

the flesh, right?  And we usually can apart from God intervening and thwarting us, we can usually 

accomplish it.  And Jonah accomplishes it.  He gets on the ship going to Tarshish.   

And folks, maybe some of you have made great effort to disobey God; and the context of Jonah’s 

disobedience here is in serving the Lord in the gifting and calling that God had called him to.  That’s the 

context.  Jonah was a prophet and he was disobeying God in that sphere.  In direct disobedience.  Some 

of you have made great effort maybe to disobey God.  And I’m not talking about generalized, flesh-

centered disobedience – that’s just kind of there at times, unfortunately.  I’m talking about disobedient 

in the sphere of serving God.  That’s what Jonah was doing.  Jonah’s disobedience was in the sphere of 

serving the Lord.   
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And folks, there are so many commands in the New Testament to us, they are commands.  Just as strong 

as the command to Jonah: “Arise, and go and proclaim against…”  There are commands for us in 

Scripture that we are conveniently finding other avenues to disobey.  And there are so many, I could go 

on and on about this; certainly in the context of the church, and in the context of responsibilities with 

work maybe, or with families.  But let me give you a few examples.  God makes it clear in His Word that 

we’re not to forsake fellowship with one another.  Hebrews 10:24, 24 and let us consider how to 

stimulate one another to love and  good deeds, (Let’s do that together.  Let’s stimulate one another to 

love and good deeds.)   25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some… 

[Hebrews 10:24-25a]  Some people, you’re using great effort to stay away from the body of Christ.  God 

says, “Don’t do it!”  We need to be together.  You’ve got an excuse, or you’ve got views that blind your 

heart and mind to what God has commanded you to do.  Jonah certainly, underneath all this there was 

his sin concerning his attitude towards the Ninevites.  But for whatever reason, God does not miss a 

beat.  And if you are His child, like Jonah, He will discipline you too.  And maybe, quite possibly, the 

difficulties in your life are God’s discipline because you are disobeying.   

Some of you are disobeying the command that He has given to serve one another, by His strength, by 

His Word.  1 Peter 4:11 – now this is in the area of serving:  10 As each one has received a special gift, 

(Think about maybe employing it.  No!  He says) employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of 

the manifold grace of God.  [1 Peter 4:10]  Some of you have exerted great effort not to serve the body 

of Christ.  There are some of you who are exerting great effort not to share the Gospel to the people the 

Lord has brought around you.  You are not ready to give an account for the hope that is in you.  You 

have not sanctified Christ as Lord of your heart.  You are not making disciples.  And I tell you right now 

that God is a good God, and He will discipline those He loves.  He loves us!  His discipline for Jonah was 

loving discipline.  And His discipline for us is loving discipline.  And He will go at great lengths, as we will 

see in Jonah.  Jonah was disobeying God specifically in the area of serving Him.  He was His mouthpiece, 

and Jonah went the other way.   

So we see disobedience takes great effort, but why does Jonah flee?  What’s the text say here?  Verse 3, 

back in Jonah: “So Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish…”  Now I want to remind you as we feel convicted 

about the Word, it’s God’s desire that you are also corrected and mended too.  But here we see, why did 

Jonah flee from the presence of the Lord?  Verse 3: “But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the 

presence of the Lord.”  And at the end of verse 3: “…from the presence of the Lord.”  Obviously from 

this verse, Jonah is fleeing from the Lord’s presence.   

Now what does it mean to flee from the Lord’s presence?  Did Jonah actually believe he could flee from 

the living God?  Now if we had chapter 1 only of Jonah, we might say, “You know what, that might just 

be the case.  That might be he thinks he can actually hide from God and God doesn’t see him.  That he 

can actually get away.”  But I don’t think, because we have chapter 4, that that’s the reason why totally.  

I think it helps us understand chapter 4.  Now remember, Jonah disobeys.  Chapter 1- a great storm 

comes (we’ll see it next week Lord-willing); Jonah is thrown overboard and swallowed by a great fish 

Chapter 2 - we see his prayer in the belly of the whale.  Chapter 3 – Jonah obeys and goes to Nineveh.  

Chapter 4 – we see God dealing with him and his great displeasure.  Chapter 4, turn there for a second.  
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Verse 1.  Speaking of the salvation of the Ninevites it says, But it greatly displeased Jonah and he 

became angry. ( What a wicked, wicked response!  What a wicked response.)  And he prayed to the 

Lord and said, “Please, Lord! Was this not what I said while I was still in my own country?”  (Some 

insight into Jonah’s talking with the Lord earlier.)  “Therefore, in order to forestall this, I fled to 

Tarshish; for I knew that Thou art a gracious and a compassionate God, slow to anger, abundant in 

lovingkindness, one who relents concerning calamity.”  [Jonah 4:1-4]  Jonah knew that if they 

repented, God would relent, and He would not destroy them, and it angered him because he hated the 

Ninevites.   

Aha!  Jonah is angry because the Ninevites got saved.  And he wanted to forestall this, so he fled from 

the presence of the Lord.  Ultimately, Jonah, we see, is totally messed up because he knew God was 

gracious, and that if he went and proclaimed it, that if they repented, God would save them.  So then I 

don’t believe myself personally, this is just my view, that Jonah thought he could hide from the presence 

of God.  He was attempting to thwart or forestall God’s salvation to the Ninevites.  Jonah was fleeing 

from the sphere in which God declared he serve.  And it makes sense.  Ok, if Jonah’s not in Nineveh, 

certainly he’s not going to be preaching there, right? 

Folks, Jonah is messed up.  So what’s going on here?  The text doesn’t say it, but it implies it that Jonah 

didn’t want the Ninevites to be saved obviously.  He wanted them to be judged.  He lacked compassion.  

He was so unlike God.  And for what reason?  Why?  Why?  Theologians have debated across the 

centuries – many different ideas.  Maybe it’s because Jonah was prejudiced.  Maybe it’s because he 

hated the wickedness of the Ninevites.  Maybe because he carried the sense of pride that Israel had 

towards the pagan nations.  Now certainly in our context, we see Nineveh was wicked.  Yet, God doesn’t 

tell us specifically.  What He does show us is that Jonah didn’t want them saved.  He wanted them 

judged.  An incredibly wicked attitude.  Jonah saw the salvation of the Ninevites as not good.  Not good.  

In short, Jonah was leaning on his own twisted understanding, rather than trusting God.  Rather than 

trusting that if he did what God said, it would be a good thing!  That God is a good God in that sense.  

Jonah saw rightly that if he preached, God would save them.  But in his sin twisted mind, he saw that as 

a displeasing thing and it angered him.  He didn’t understand that everything God does is good.  He did 

not believe that the salvation of the Ninevites was a good thing, even though he knew God would do it.  

Jonah exhibited great unbelief concerning the nature of God.   

Now many of you might say, “I would never try to flee from the presence of the Lord.”  And I say to you 

and to myself at times, because we’re all tempted, “Oh really?”  Jonah fled from the sphere in which 

God had commanded him to serve, because Jonah didn’t want to do it.  So he thought he could forestall 

it.  But as we see, God had a different idea.  And folks, some of you are displeased at what God has 

called you to do from His Word.  You flee from the spheres in which God would use you to serve Him.  

Maybe you’re fleeing from God, and if you’re truly His then maybe you’re being disciplined.  And if you 

are, He will discipline you.  Some of you might be displeased in what God has called you to do.  You say, 

“Greg, give me some examples.”  There’s a couple, there’s a myriad of examples.  We could take every 

command given to us in the New Testament and have an example.  But I’m just going to give you a 

couple of examples.  
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Where is the main sphere in which God calls us to serve Him?  It’s in the church.  It’s in the church.  God 

has ordained that the body of Christ serves one another together in obedience to the head of the church 

(Jesus Christ), ultimately manifesting His life to a lost world, as the church is built up and made more like 

Christ through the Word of God.  Therefore we see in Scripture, we need to be together.  Acts 2:42, 

They were continually devoted to the apostles’ teaching, breaking of bread, fellowship and prayer.  

Hebrews 10, I mentioned it earlier, about not forsaking our assembling together.  First Peter 4, about 

serving one another.  There’s a whole bunch of examples.  But some of you might be like Jonah.  You 

really don’t want to serve God His way.  You want to serve Him your way.  So you don’t come to church 

regularly.  Or you go to a wicked church that fills your needs and doesn’t hold you accountable to what 

God commands you.  So you don’t come to Bible study.  So you’re not around the body of Christ. You’ve 

removed yourself from the sphere in which God has ordained that you are to serve.  Jonah did the same 

thing.  You’re being like Jonah if this is speaking to you.   

Because yes, if Jonah goes to Tarshish, he certainly won’t be preaching to the Ninevites.  And yes, if you 

don’t, if you’re not around the body of Christ in obedience, you certainly won’t be serving His people in 

being equipped to go into the world.  Stop removing yourself.  He who separates himself seeks his own 

desire.  It’s hard.  It’s a hard road to think of other things to do.  Jonah is so unlike God, and we are at 

times, too. 

Well what are some other examples?  Just briefly: Certainly concerning men at work and women at the 

home when their children are of certain ages.  Men can be disobedient to God’s commands in 2 Thess. 3 

by not working, right?  Removing themselves from the sphere in which God has commanded.  Women – 

Titus chapter 2 verse 5.  Maybe you’re tempted to not raise your kids because it’s so hard, and you want 

to work instead.  Whatever it might be.  You are removing yourself from the sphere that God has called 

you to obey.  And it’s a hard road.  So many examples.  I could go on and on and on.  There are so many 

Scriptures concerning what God wants us to do. 

But God is a good God, and His discipline on Jonah and His discipline on us is for good because He loves 

us.  He loves us.  He wants us to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ, to share in His holiness.  But 

as I’ve shared, maybe for some of you, discipline is taking its toll.  And it’s hard.  I just pray that you just 

confess it.  “Lord God, I haven’t been obedient.  I have been like Jonah.  And I have removed myself from 

the sphere in which You’ve called me to serve; and I’m sorry.  I’m sorry.” 

Well what was God’s response?  We close with this.  We see in verse 4 His heavy handed disciplinary 

response on His disobedient servant Jonah.  And the Lord brings a deadly storm upon him.  Verse 4: “4 

And the LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the ship 

was about to break up.” [Jonah 1:4]  God hurled a great wind.  God disciplines the ones He loves.  And 

some of you are in a great storm and not because of certain sins, but maybe because you’ve fled the 

sphere in which God desires you to serve; and you’re in a great storm right now.  Disobedience takes 

effort, and it takes its toll.  Are you willing to admit that the storm you are in might be because of 

disobedience?  I pray that you are, if that’s the case.  I’m not saying it’s the case.  You know in your heart 

if it is. 
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If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, I ask you to examine yourself today.  Are you being 

obedient to His commands?  The Scripture – clear commands!  On how you are to be around the body of 

Christ, considering others as more important than yourself.  Employing, as each one has received a 

special gift, employing it in serving one another.  If speaking, speaking as though the words of God.  

Serving – by His strength so that Christ will be glorified.  Men, are you working?  Women with children, 

(young children) are you keeping house?  Are you in the sphere that God has ordained?  Or are you like 

Jonah, effectively fleeing?  We have that temptation everywhere, right?  Are you exerting great energy 

to be not where the Lord wants you to be?  God is a good God, and what He wants to do through you, 

like with Jonah, is good.  Serving – there’s nothing better than serving Christ.  There’s nothing better 

than functioning in His body.  It is the most blessed thing you could be doing.  It is a lie from the pit of 

hell to think that not being obedient is better than be obedient.  It is so wonderful to serve Christ.  It is 

so wonderful to function within your gifts.  It is so good.  And that’s what God wants.   

Well what about those believers here who believe we are where the Lord wants us to be?  I think we 

need to remember from Scripture, our toil is not in vain.  Don’t become weary in doing good.  Your toil is 

not in vain.  The Lord is faithful.  Well what about those here who don’t know Christ?  The lesson here 

for you is that God sees everything.  He sees your sin.  And He will judge you.  It has come up before 

Him.  He has appointed Christ as the judge of the living and the dead.  And God is a gracious God Who 

will relent if you repent of your sin and trust in Christ.  He will relent of the judgment He has declared 

will come upon you, just like the Ninevites.  But the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 

life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Repent before it’s too late.   

So then we begin and see the two-fold message here of Jonah.  Nonbeliever, you’re on the road to 

judgment.  But God is compassionate.  Believer, are we like Jonah on the road to discipline?  It’s my 

prayer that each and every one of us would yield to Christ, and just be longing to do what He says.  

Don’t lean on your own understanding, thinking, “Oh it’s too hard,” or whatever it might be. “Oh I don’t 

like this.”  Don’t be like Jonah.  Trust that whatever God calls you to do, it’s good.  There’s nothing better 

than serving Christ.  There’s nothing better.  It’s good.   

 

Prayer 

Lord God, I thank You for Your Word.  I thank You for the conviction of this passage.  And Lord, I just 

pray that You’d show us in big ways and small ways how we are like Jonah.  And Lord, if you are 

disciplining us like Jonah, I pray You would show us.  And I pray we would simply confess it.  We know 

that if we confess our sins, You are faithful and just to forgive us our sins.  But Lord, with true 

repentance, like the Ninevites, that we would turn from our ways, Lord God.  Of hiding from You and 

being disobedient, and we would do the right thing.  I pray for that Lord.  Thank you so much for Your 

Word.  I pray for those who don’t know You, that they would recognize there is a judgment day, where 

they will give an account and apart from Christ there is nothing but the terrifying expectation of 

judgment.  But I pray that they would cry out and turn to Christ from their wicked ways and believe and 
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be saved.  Thank You for Your Word, and just use it in our lives to make us like Your Son.  And it is in His 

name that we pray.  Amen. 
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